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Some New Sericid Beetles (Coleoptera, Scarabaeidae) 
from Taiwan 

Hirokazu KOBAYASHl 

3-16, Kamishakujii-minamicho, Nerima-ku, Tokyo, 177 Japan 


Abstract Six new sericid beetles are described from Taiwan. They are: Tricho- 
maladera yasutoshii, Maladera taoyuanensis , Amiserica nitididorsis, A. loi, Gastroserica 
formosana and Hoplomaladera monticola. Key to the Taiwanese species are provided 
for the genera Amiserica and Gastroserica. 


Before going further, the author wishes to express his sincere appreciation to Dr. 
Shun-Ichi Ueno of the National Science Museum (Nat. Hist.), Tokyo, for his critical 
reading of the original manuscript, and also to Messrs. Yasutoshi Shibata, Jiin-iyi 
Lo and Kiyoyuki Mizusawa for their kindness in entrusting those valuable specimens 
to the author for investigation. The types designated in this study are preserved in 
the author’s collection. 


Trichomaladera yasutoshii H. Kobayashi, sp. nov. 

[Japanese name: Zuguro-ubuge-biroudo-kogane] 

(Figs. 4, 8) 

Elongate, light brown, with antennal club yellowish brown, margins of pronotum, 
anterior tibiae and tarsi light reddish brown, dorsal surface reddish brown, head 
blackish brown. Surface of body opaque, with clypeus, antennae, tibiae and tarsi 
shining. 

Clypeus subtrapezoidal, coarsely, densely punctate, covered with erect hairs, 
with anterior margin reflexed and feebly emarginate. Head sparsely, finely punctate, 
covered with erect hairs on frons, somewhat sparsely on vertex. Eyes rather large 
and protruding, two-thirds as broad as frons between them. Antennae 10-segmented, 
with club 2.2 times as long as footstalk in male. 

Pronotum somewhat densely, faintly punctate, covered with sparse erect hairs, 
fringed with long bristles on anterior and lateral margins; lateral margins weakly 
curved just before the middle, gradually convergent to front, nearly straight behind, 
anterior angles somewhat acute, posterior ones subrectangular. Scutellum almost of 
the same length as its breadth, sparsely and finely punctate. Elytra bearing scattered 
subrecumbent and erect hairs, with sulci rather densely punctate, the punctures some¬ 
what forming a row in each sulcus; intervals moderately convex, very sparsely punc¬ 
tate. Pygidium moderately convex, sparsely and finely punctate, bearing sparse hairs. 
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Propleuron deeply sulcate behind. Abdominal sternites with a row of setigerous 
punctures, middle of basal sternite with somewhat dense short hairs. Posterior 
femur elliptical, 3.3 times as long as its breadth, sparsely punctate, with a row of rather 
long hairs along anterior margin, two rows of rather long hairs before and behind the 
middle, apical half of posterior margin slightly sinuate and feebly serrate. Posterior 
tibia slender, 4.6 times as long as its breadth, sparsely, longitudinally punctate, with 
outer terminal spur 0.6 times as long as basal tarsal segment. Posterior tarsi punctate, 
without setae on ventral side. 

Length: 13.0 mm; breadth: 5.5 mm. 

Holotype: Akuao, near Kuanshan (2,714 m alt.), Kaohsiung Hsien, 19—VIII— 

1987, Y. Shibata leg. 

This species is closely allied to Trichomaladera nifofusca Kobayashi et Nomura, 
1979, but it may be separated from the latter by the following points: elongate body; 
hairs of dorsal surface more scattered than in T. nifofusca ; posterior tibia 4.6 times 
as long as its breadth. 

Maladera laoyuanensis H. Kobayashi, sp. nov. 

[Japanese name: Toen-biroudo-kogane] 

(Figs. 5, 9) 

Elongate oval, dark reddish brown, with antennal club reddish brown, dorsal 
surface blackish brown. Surface of body opaque, with a slight opalescence under 
certain light, clypeus, antennae, tibiae and tarsi shining. 

Clypeus densely and rather finely punctate in the middle, densely and rather 
coarsely punctate on each side, almost flattened above, with several, rather long, erect 
hairs on apical half, with anterior margin broadly and weakly emarginate; fronto- 
clypeal suture angulate in the middle. Frons faintly, sparsely punctate, bearing a few 
erect hairs near eyes, with a very faint longitudinal line in the middle. Antennae 10- 
segmented, with club longer than footstalk in male. 

Pronotum sparsely, finely punctate, fringed with sparse hairs on each side of 
anterior margin and along the lateral ones; lateral margins broadest at base, roundly 
convergent to front, anterior angles protruded but not acute, posterior ones sub- 
rectangular. Scutellum sparsely punctate. Elytral intervals weakly convex, sparsely 
and finely punctate. Pygidium feebly convex, faintly and sparsely punctate, bearing 
scattered erect hairs near apical margin. 

Abdominal sternites sparsely punctate, each with a transverse row of setae. 
Posterior femur sparsely punctate, 2.5 times as broad as its length, with two transverse 
rows of hairs near anterior and posterior margins; posterior margin weakly sinuate 
near apex, without fine serration. Posterior tibia somewhat dilated, 2.7 times as long 
as its breadth, rather coarsely, though shallowly, punctate on basal half, almost im- 
punctate on apical half; outer terminal spur 0.8 times as long as basal tarsal segment. 

Length: 10.5 mm; breadth: 6.0 mm. 
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Figs. 8-9.-8, Trichomaladera yasutoshii sp. nov.; 9, Maladera taoyuanensis sp. nov. 

Holotype: Lalashan, Taoyuan Hsien, 22—VI— 1987, J. Lo leg. 

This species is closely allied to Maladera gibbiventris (Brenske, 1897), but may 
be separated from the latter by the following points: short antennal club; punctuation 
of clypeus; 3rd abdominal sternite not elevated in the middle; posterior margin of 
posterior femur weakly sinuate near apex. 


Genus Amiserica Nomura, 1974 

This genus was established by Nomura in 1974 for Amiserica rufidula Nomura, 
1974. At the present, three species and one subspecies of this genus are known from 
Taiwan. These and the two new species may be distinguished by the following key: 

1. Elytra with a row of hairs near lateral margins. 2 

— Elytra with uniformly semierect hairs on the whole disk. Antennal club 1.8 times 

as long as footstalk in male. 7.5 mm. A. shizumui H. Kobayashi 

2. Surface of body shining or rather shiny. 3 

— Surface of body opaque, with faint opalescence under certain light. Posterior 

tibiae not modified, 3.5 times as long as its breadth, longitudinally rugose, 
feebly sulcate in the middle. 

a) Color yellowish brown, with antennal club yellowish brown. Punctures 

on dorsal surface rather fine and shallow, each without hair. 6.6-7.4 mm. 
. A. rufidula rufidula Nomura 

b) Color black to dark reddish black, ventral surface reddish to dark reddish 

black. Punctures on dorsal surface fine and distinct, each with a short 
but conspicuous hair. 6.5-6.7 mm . A. rufidula piceola Nomura 
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3. Surface of body shining. Color reddish brown to dark reddish brown. Antennae 

10-segmented, with club 1.6 times as long as footstalk in male. 4 

Surface ol body rather shiny, elytra somewhat opalescent under certain light. 
Color dark reddish brown below, almost black above. Antennae 9-segmented, 
with club 1.3 times as long as footstalk in male. Pygidium without a smooth 
longitudinal line on disk. 8.0 mm. A. babai H. Kobayashi 

4. Color reddish brown to dark reddish brown. Intervals finely and somewhat 

densely punctate. Abdominal sternites 2nd to 5th each with faint ridge on 
posterior margin, bearing a row of hairs on the middle, 2nd to 4th scattered 

with some short hairs on the middle and at the sides. 7.5-8.6 mm. 

. A. nitididorsis sp. nov. 

— Color dark reddish brown. Intervals coarsely, rather densely punctate, some¬ 
what irregularly and agglutinately in part. Each abdominal sternite almost 
flattened, bearing a row of long hairs at the middle, hairs of 5th sternite a little 
shorter than its length. 8.0 mm. A. loi sp. nov. 


Amiserica nitididorsis H. Kobayashi, sp. nov. 

[Japanese name: Tsuya-chibi-biroudo-kogane] 

(Figs. 6 a-c, 10) 

Elongate oval, reddish brown to dark reddish brown or blackish brown above 
and beneath, with antennal club yellowish brown to reddish brown. Surface of body 
shining. 

Clypeus strongly narrowed to front, coarsely, densely punctate, with anterior 
margin reflexed and feebly sinuate at the middle, bearing rather long scattered erect 
hairs on the disk. Fronto-clypeal suture widely arcuate, somewhat angulate at the 
middle. Frons rather densely punctate, bearing several long erect hairs near eyes. 
Antennae 10-segmented, with club composed of 3 lamellae, 1.6 times as long as foot¬ 
stalk in male, and of the same length as the latter in female. 

Pronotum 1.9 times as broad as its length, broadest at the base, evenly and rather 
densely punctate; lateral margins weakly curved at the middle, gradually convergent 
to front, almost subparallel-sided behind, feebly sinuate near the base; anterior angles 
somewhat protruded but not acute, posterior ones subrectangular; lateral and an¬ 
terior margins fringed with long sparse hairs. Scutellum a little broader than its 
length, sparsely punctate near margins, almost impunctate at the middle. Each ely¬ 
tron with a row of erect hairs near the side, sulci finely and sparsely punctate, intervals 
finely and somewhat densely punctate, lateral margins fringed rather densely with hairs 
except near apex. Pygidium most highly convex near apical margin in both sexes, 
coarsely, rather densely punctate, with a feeble smooth longitudinal line at the middle, 
bearing scattered rather long hairs near the posterior margin. 

Abdominal sternites rather finely, sparsely punctate, 2nd to 5th faintly ridged on 
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Figs. 10-11.- 10, Amiserica nitididorsis sp. nov.; 11, Amiserica hi sp. nov. 

each posterior margin, each with a row of hairs at the middle (2nd to 4th bearing some 
short hairs on the middle and the sides), anal sternite rather densely covered with 
long tawny hairs except at the middle. Posterior femur ellipsoidal, 2.3 times as long 
as its breadth, broadly sinuate on apical half of posterior margin, coarsely and sparsely 
punctate on apical two-thirds, almost impunctate behind, with two rows of hairs and a 
serrate transverse ridge just behind anterior margin. Posterior tibia somewhat dilated, 
2.3 times as long as its breadth, coarsely, sparsely punctate, widely sulcate in the middle, 
with a serrate longitudinal ridge extending from base to apical third on the outer side, 
longer terminal spur being just shorter than basal tarsal segment. 

Length: 7.5-8.6 mm; breadth: 4.5-5.0 mm. 

Holotype: Herwangshan, Nantou Hsien, 18—VI—1984, J. Lo leg. Paratypes: 

1 <£, Shihtzutou, Nantou Hsien, 3-V-1984, J. Lo leg.; 1 same locality, 18—III—1985, 
J. Lo leg.; 1 5^ Sungkang, Nantou Hsien, 27—IV— 1986, J. Lo leg.; 2 Iahau, near 
Wulai, Taipei Hsien, 5-V-1968, K. Takahashi leg. 

Amiserica loi H. Kobayashi, sp. nov. 

[Japanese name: Nise-tsuya-chibi-biroudo-kogane] 

(Figs. 7 a-c, 11) 

This species resembles very closely the preceding species, but differs from the 
latter in the following points: intervals coarsely, rather densely punctate, somewhat 
irregularly and agglutinately in part; pygidium densely punctate, bearing rather long 
scattered hairs on apical half; each abdominal sternite almost flattened, rather sparsely 
punctate, bearing a row of long hairs at the middle, hairs of 5th sternite a little shorter 
than its length, anal sternite rather densely covered with semierect hairs, some of them 
situated at the sides being very long. 

Length: 8.0 mm; breadth: 4.5 mm. 

Holotype: Shihtzutou, Nantou Hsien, 3-V-1984, J. Lo leg. 
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Genus Gastroserica Brenske, 1897 

In 1923, Gastroserica bicolor was described for the first time from Taiwan by 
Niijima and Kinoshita. After that, the author added G. marginalis puncticollis 
Brenske to the Taiwanese fauna in 1983, a species that had theretofore been known 
from Mainland China. These two species and a new species may be distinguished by 
the following key: 

1. Each abdominal sternite with scattered hairs and besides a transverse row of hairs. 

. 2 

— Each abdominal sternite only with a transverse row of hairs. Dorsal surface 

yellowish brown to reddish brown, middle of pronotum and odd number 
intervals blackish brown to black. Antennae 9-segmented, with club com¬ 
posed of 4 lamellae, twice as long as footstalk in male. 6.0-6.3 mm. 

. G. formosana sp. nov. 

2. Elytra either black or with reddish brown 3rd and 5th intervals, feebly iridescent 

under certain light. Antennae 10-segmented, with club composed of 3 lamellae 
and 7th segment about a half as long as each club segment in male, of 3 lamellae 
and 7th segment much shorter than that but pointed in female, shorter than 

footstalk in both sexes. 7.5-9.0 mm. (Fig. 1). 

. G. marginalis puncticollis Brenske 

— Elytra almost uniformly yellowish brown to reddish brown, or reddish brown, 

with black stripes along elytral suture and margins, or entirely black. Dorsal 
surface almost opaque. Antennae 10-segmented, with club composed of 4 
lamellae in male, of 3 lamellae and 7th segment about a half as long as each 
club segment in female, 1.8 times as long as footstalk in male, subequal to it 
in female. 6.5-7.9 mm. G. bicolor Niijima et Kinoshita 


Gastroserica formosana H. Kobayashi, sp. nov. 

[Japanese name: Taiwan-harige-biroudo-kogane] 

(Figs. 2, 12) 

Oval and compact, ventral surface and sides of pygidium blackish brown to 
black, with antennal club, head and the middle of pronotum black, clypeus yellowish 
brown, legs, antennal footstalk and margins of pronotum yellowish brown to reddish 
brown, elytra yellowish brown to reddish brown, with odd number intervals blackish 
brown to black. Surface of body dully lustrous, feebly opalescent under certain light 
on elytra, with clypeus and legs (except at the middle of femora) shining. 

Clypeus oblong, densely punctate, with a round elevation in the middle near 
apical margin, bearing rather dense erect hairs on the whole disk; anterior angles 
widely rounded, anterior margin refiexed and alomst straight. Fronto-clypeal suture 
somewhat angulate at the middle. Frons sparsely punctate, bearing a few long erect 
hairs near eyes. Antennae 10-segmented, with club composed of 4 lamellae, twice 
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Figs. 12-13.- 12, Gastroserica formosana sp. nov.; 13, Hoplomaladera monticola sp. nov. 

as long as footstalk in male. 

Pronotum 1.8 times as broad as its length, finely and sparsely punctate, each 
puncture with a microscopic hair; lateral margins faintly curved at the middle, con¬ 
vergent to front, feebly so behind, anterior angles obtusely angulate, posterior angles 
subrectangular, sides of anterior margin and lateral margins fringed with long sparse 
hairs. Scutellum longer than its breadth, sparsely punctate at the sides, almost 
impunctate at the middle. Each elytron covered with much scattered, rather short 
hairs on disk and two or three long bristles near apex, each sulcus finely and rather 
densely punctate, intervals convex, sparsely punctate, each puncture with a micro¬ 
scopic hair; lateral margins fringed rather densely with hairs except near apex. 
Pygidium gently convex, sparsely and shallowly punctate, bearing rather long sparse 
hairs along the sides. 

Each abdominal sternite with a transverse row of hairs on apical third or the 
middle, very sparsely, finely punctate, each puncture with a microscopic hair, anal 
sternite with a longitudinal sulcus at the middle. Posterior femur ellipsoidal, 2.6 
times as long as its breadth, lower posterior margin produced at the middle, very 
sparsely and finely punctate, finely serrate on apical third, and with two inconspicuous 
rows of hairs. Posterior tibia broadest at apical third, 3.5 times as long as its breadth, 
very faintly punctate, and finely serrate on inner apical half, with longer terminal spur 
of about a half length of basal tarsal segment. Posterior tarsus somewhat distinctively 
carinate from 1st to 3rd segments, without setae on ventral side. 

Length: 6.0-6.3 mm; breadth: 3.3-3.5 mm. 

Holotype: <£, Guangaushan, Nantou Hsien, 14-IV—1984, J. Lo leg. Paratypes: 
1 Nanshanchi, Nantou Hsien, 12—IV—1985, J. Lo leg.; 1 same locality, 7-IV- 
1987, J. Lo leg.; 2 <$<$, Sungkang, Nantou Hsien, 29—IV—1986, J. Lo leg. 
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Hoplomaladera monticola H. Kobayashi, sp. nov. 

[Japanese name: Miyama-mizo-biroudo-kogane] 

(Figs. 3, 13) 

Oblong-oval, light reddish brown above and beneath, with antennal club blackish 
brown, margins of middle and posterior tibiae dark-colored. Surface of body with 
dull lustre. 

Clypeus subtrapezoidal, with anterior margin widely sinuate, very densely and 
somewhat rugosely punctate, with a feeble transverse impression and a row of sparse 
erect hairs in front. Fronto-clypeal suture somewhat angulate at the middle. Frons 
finely and sparsely punctate, with a feeble longitudinal line at middle, bearing several 
rather long hairs near eyes. Antennae 10-segmented, with club composed of 3 lamellae, 
1.6 times as long as footstalk in male. 

Pronotum twice as broad as its length, broadest at the base, rather sparsely punc¬ 
tate, lateral margins gradually convergent to front and feebly arcuate near anterior 
angles, anterior angles protruded, posterior ones subrectangular, sides of anterior 
margin and lateral ones fringed with short sparse hairs. Scutellum almost of the 
same length as its breadth, very finely, sparsely punctate at the sides, impunctate 
at the middle. Elytra with scattered rather long or short hairs, striae rather densely 
punctate, intervals moderately convex, smooth. Pygidium broad triangular, feebly 
convex, sparsely punctate, somewhat densely bearing hairs on the sides and apical 
half of the middle. 

Mesosternal process protruding, rounded at the tip. Abdominal sternites finely 
and rather densely punctate, each with a row of short hairs. Posterior femur 2.6 
times as long as its breadth, broadened at the middle and very sparsely punctate. 
Middle and posterior femur with each posterior margin feebly sinuate and finely 
serrate on apical third. Posterior tibia rather slender, feebly sulcate and longitudinal¬ 
ly punctate, outer terminal spur a little shorter than basal tarsal segment. Posterior 
tarsi impunctate, without setae on ventral side. 

Length: 7.5 mm; breadth: 4.5 mm. 

Holotype: Guandaoshan, Nantou Hsien, 10—IV— 1984, J. Lo leg. 

This species is closely allied to Hoplomaladera shibatai Nomura, 1974, but may 
be separated from the latter by the following points: small-sized body; dully lustrous 
surface of body; posterior tarsi without setae on the ventral side. 


/JTWiTP: k' p K 3 if* ©ffc&rll. - k' P * K = if* thz> 6 i<7) 3 a'* A ~y<D 

11 i>K, Amiserica Gastroserica 

L/C. £tz, £ 5 L/c: Trichomaladera yasutoshii, Mala- 

dera taoyuanensis, Amiserica nitididorsis, A. loi, Gastroserica formosana, Hoplomaladera mon¬ 
ticola. 
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